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LINK - Land International Network for Knowledge

The Land International Network for Knowledge (LINK) was established in 2021 and is hosted by the University of the West
of England, Bristol, UK. It exists to promote knowledge exchange, evidence-based research, and professional
development across the land governance development space. It aims to build collaboration, promote peer-to-peer
learning and networking worldwide. It has a special focus on improving knowledge exchange between academe,
professional bodies, and both the public sector and private practice.

While land governance frameworks and institutions need to evolve to meet changing economic, social and environmental
goals, from economic development and poverty alleviation to climate and disaster risk resilience, they are bounded by
and rooted in existing political and economic realities. Lasting transformation requires understanding of the wide range
of socio-cultural, political and economic factors that influence how land is supplied, used, administered, managed,
governed, and of how land markets operate. In any given context, these factors are informed by a range of economic and
political interests, power dynamics, institutional characteristics and ideological perspectives.

Practitioners engaged in land governance reforms have long been aware of the political and economic nature of their work
and the importance of considering political economy. A growing field of research on the political economy of land explores
the factors that shape why approaches to land governance succeed or fail within given contexts. Land governance
grounded in analysis of political economy has the potential to enable increasingly inclusive, equitable, economically
productive and environmentally sustainable pathways to development. There is much more to be done to agree on
approaches, methods and tools that support economically effective and politically realistic reform of land governance.

The 2026 5th International Land Management Conference builds on these understandings with a call that highlights work
that engages with and yields insight on the political economy of land governance under 4 interrelated themes:

Theme 1: Improving understanding of the political economy factors that influence land governance

We seek to explore how analysis of political, economic and social factors impacting land governance can improve practice.
We are interested in identifying evidence on topics such as land governance reforms that pave the way for long lasting
changes.

Theme 2: Power and agency in land governance

Engagement of a variety of stakeholders is important to increase agency, transparency, participation, equity and
ultimately the sustainability of land governance. Thus, we seek to explore examples of how analysis of political economy
can help identify and address the underlying tensions perpetuating exclusive land governance.

Theme 3: Widening perspectives for land governance

Isolating land governance interventions from broader developmental and climate goals can frustrate effective land
governance. Integrated approaches that consider the broader political economy can lead to improved land governance
and wider developmental progress. We welcome case studies and research exploring these perspectives.

Theme 4: Changing approaches to the economics and financing of land governance

Traditionally, assessments of financial value and anticipated returns help to shape the economic and political interests in
and commitment to land governance reform. However, there is increasing attention to the need for adaptation and
sustainability considerations due to acute issues around food and energy security, climate change and disaster
management. A more balance economic outlook would recognise the value of land in preserving biodiversity, sustaining
natural capital and supporting diverse land uses. This session welcomes papers that explore how changing value systems
and priorities are impacting the economics and financing for land governance.
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5th International Land

Abstract Submission
Management Conference -

To submit your abstract please use the following link: Abstract submission
Abstract submission form.

Deadline for abstract submission: 1 January 2026.

Registration

To register for the conference please use the following link:
Conference registration form.
Conference attendance is free.

Organizing Committee

Jessica Lamond, Professor in Real Estate and Climate Risk,
College Dean of Research and Enterprise,
College of Arts, Technology and Environment, UWE Bristol

Dr Robin Bloch, Urban Development and Planning Specialist, Team
Leader, Land Facility Decision Support Unit, Visiting Professor at the
University of the West of England, Bristol, UK

Dr Grazyna Wiejak-Roy,
Senior Lecturer in Urban Economics and Real Estate,
UWE Bristol

Niki Palmer,
Political Economy Advisor,
Land Facility Decision Support Unit, UK

James Kavanagh,
Director of Land and Resources,
Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors

Esther Obaikol,
Land Governance Expert

Geoffrey Payne,
Geoffrey Payne & Associates, UK

Our website: https://landinternational.network/5th-international-land-management-conference-3-4-march-2026

Contact us: contact@landinternational.network

m 5% International Land Management Conference
3-4 March 2026, on-line and in-person, London, UK



https://forms.office.com/e/z6nvuRV3Nz
https://forms.office.com/e/gHwwUTfuLa
https://landinternational.network/5th-international-land-management-conference-3-4-march-2026
mailto:contact@landinternational.network

	ILM5 - call for abstracts - 20251204.pdf
	James Kavanagh,
	Director of Land and Resources,
	Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors
	Esther Obaikol,
	Land Governance Expert
	Geoffrey Payne,
	Geoffrey Payne & Associates, UK


