Appendix toitem 11.2

Report to the 35" General Assembly
FIG Working Week 2012 in Rome, Italy

Inter national I nstitution for the History of Surveying and M easur ement
(ITHSM)

Report of Activities 2011-2012

1. Marrakech

In 2011 Alan Wright represented the [IHSM in Mamreak, Morocco and gave the Report to

the General Assembly.

At the Marrakech meeting the History session had foresentations for which there were

published papers. These were:

= Surveyor-general and Registrar-general of UppempEgythe xviii Dynasty — Rekhmire
(c1470-1420 b c) J F Brock (Australia)

= Cartography, cadastre and surveying and the deweopof cities during the nineteenth
century in Spain. M L Palanques and M Calvo (Spain

» History, cartography and science: The present dagoitance of the mapping of
Mozambique in the T®century. A C Roque and P Santos. (Portugal)

= The four centuries of Polish books for land suragyiA Lyszkowicz and M Uradzinski.
(Poland)

The session was organised by John Brock in hisl e$ficient manner.

2. Adedaide

During the IIHSM meeting in Sydney Miss Kelly Hemslen presented a paper on the aim to
preserve William Light's Plan of Adelaide togethath parts of the City. A proposal was
tabled at the FIG General Assembly to assist thetrAlian colleagues to prepare their
submission dossier.

Subsequently Jan de Graeve became involved andnwitsd to Adelaide by the Surveyors
of South Australia and there he studied the Archiand identified various original
instruments. He explained the procedures for sulmmia case to UNESCO and gave a public
lecture on the Struve Meridian as a World Heritiggmument.

He was introduced to the Lord Mayor, to represérgatof most political parties, invited to
the opening of the Parliamentary year, and had ahaur meeting with the Governor of
South Australia his Excellency Kevin Scarce.

3. StruveArc

The long running project for the possible extensainthe Struve Geodetic Arc World
Heritage Monument has reached a critical stagein@u2011 Jim Smith completed the
collection and summarising of as much publishedensdtas it was possible to find relating
to the two additional sections. These are the gu&ation through Central Europe of the
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1920s and 1930s that extended from Lithuania toeGred that in Africa known as the Arc of

the 30" Meridian.

A document summarising this has recently been teergpresentatives of all the Struve Arc
countries prior to their meeting in Belarus latastyear.

The next move has to be from the national survggmisations of all the countries involved —
about 20 of them. It is these organisations, artdanandividual or other body, who are the
appropriate ones to formulate any submission to SGE.

Obviously the IIHSM and FIG would continue to hawgut as and where it might be

applicable. The time scale even now is a long @onespread the load it would be sensible for
each of the two sections to be coordinated by dnthe National Survey Organisations

(NSOs) but the gathering, assembly and presentétiom is measured in years rather than
months.

4. Mercator 1512-2012

Jan de Graeve is writing a contribution on Mercé&oithe FIG Paper of the Month.

He has also recently completed a Report about Ntarch 98pp + 32 photographs. This is in
English and French and is to be published in SEbip.

Several commemorations of Mercator are taking plac&urope. Jan de Graeve will be
presenting lectures on the topic in Duisburg aneinva in addition to giving an introduction
in St Niklaus, Belgium, about the contents of Méoca library. In addition, in St Niklaus

there will also be an exhibition (23 March to 1yJaD12) of 40 books that are identical to
those that Mercator had.

5. Meridians

On 16 February 2012 Jan de Graeve gave a talleiBthssels city library on thidistory of
Meridians told through books.

6. Working Week in Rome

The History activities for Rome were initially plaed to be held in the Biblioteca
Casanatense and that was booked in 2010 but dtrsbtoze that facility has suddenly been
withdrawn. The political situation in Italy (as Breece and some other countries) through
redundancies and loss of funding affected the tgbilif the Biblioteca to rent out
accommodation for such meetings. At the time otiagithis Report efforts are still being
made to find an alternative venue and so salvagentbeting for which speakers and papers
have already been organised by John Brock. Asidm fthese problems there are some
persons who would normally attend FIG meetings airefinding the overall costs have out
stripped their no longer bottomless pockets.

7. [IHSM
A Board meeting is to be held in London later i120
Jan de Graeve

February 2012
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